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the family to a new consciousness of national
life, from the abject subjection of the individual
under a crushing paternal system fixed by the
worship of ancestors into the rights of a new
individualism, from the narrow limitations of
class and clan to a new social consciousness and
social service. Morally and religiously, China
will pass from nominal conformity to a con-
ventional ethical code into the growing ap-
preciation of a dynamic of higher righteousness,
realized in a new relation to a personal God;
from blind obedience to almost the last of the
dying national religions to growing participation
in the universal world religion, with liberty of
religious belief and worship. In a word, China
is passing through a great transition, intellectu-
ally, economically, politically, socially and re-
ligiously.

There are two contrasted views of the present
situation in China. There are hopeless pessi-
mists who point out the following discourage-
ments. They maintain that the government is
too autocratic, and is centred in a single man ;
that all national, provincial and local organs of
self-government have been swept away in the
recent rebellion; that the abolition of the
Young China Party has lost to China the leader-
ship of the best brains and education of the
Republic. They allege that there is a lack of